552           DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES     [JULY n

Harlan and Speed will follow. Whether Stanton will go
with them is doubtful. Although he has been fully with
the Radicals in all their extreme measures from the begin-
ning, he has professed to abandon them when the President
made a distinct stand on any subject. I am, therefore, un-
certain what course he will take; but if he leaves he will be
likely to be malevolent. He is selfish, insincere, a dissem-
bler, and treacherous. Dennison, however, is honorable
and manly. If his Radical friends have finally succeeded in
persuading him to go with them, he will do it openly and
leave the Cabinet, not remain to embarrass and counteract
the President, or, like them, strive to retain place and seek
the confidence of his chief to betray him.

I read to Blair my answer to Doolittle concerning the
national convention. He is highly pleased with it and sug-
gested I should make a point on the imminent danger of
another civil war. Blair repeats a conversation with Bout-
well, a Massachusetts fanatic, who avows that the Rad-
icals are preparing for another war.

Blair says the Radical programme is to make Wade
President of the Senate, then to impeach the President,
Having done this the Radicals will be prepared to exclude
the Southern Members from the next Congress, and the
Southern States from the next Presidential election.

July 12, Thursday. The Radicals held a caucus last
evening at the Capitol, to determine in relation to their
future course, and also in regard to the adjournment of
Congress. It was resolved their proceedings should be
secret, but the doings are published. They appear to have
come as yet to no conclusion. The plan, or conspiracy, for
it is nothing else, seems to be some contrivance first of all
to embarrass and hamper the Executive, some scheme to
evade an honest, straightforward discharge of duty, some
trick to cheat the President out of his prerogative and
arrogate to themselves unauthorized executive power.

Raymond is reported to have played the harlequin and